
THE BRIDGE 
MAKE FRIENDS.  SHARE WHAT WE KNOW AND LEARN FROM EACH OTHER.

Thursday August 11- Membership Meeting
Four demonstrations of small gifts to make.
Rename BOM.  Suggestions will be taken for name 
change.  Please bring your ideas!

Saturday August 20 - Appliqué workshop
Joan Beall will be giving a workshop on appliqué at 
Trinity Church. Space is limited so please sign up at our 
August Membership meeting. More details at our August 
Membership meeting. 

August 25 - Open Sew
10-5 at Trinity Church. A $5 donation is suggested. Bring 
a bag lunch. Snacks for sharing are always welcome.

September 8 - Membership Meeting
Bring your favorite quilting book, tool, or sewing product 
to share with the group.

April 27 - April 20. Spring Retreat
To be held at the Marconi Conference Center in 
Tomales Bay.  This will be our first retreat! Don't miss 
out, sign up early!  Please see details on Page 2 of this 
issue.

PLEASE NOTE:
The term 'Charity Quilts' has been changed to 'Outreach 
Program'.
The next Challenge Quilt has been moved to January.
Outside groups, visitors, or guilds with flyers need to be 
cleared by Terry at front table prior to distribution.

MEETINGS 
The next MEMBERSHIP 

meeting is Thursday,  
Aug 11, 7pm at  

TRINITY LUTHERAN 
CHURCH,  

1323 Central  
~~~~~ 

The next BOARD meeting is 
Aug 16, 12pm at Nob Hill 

CONTACT 
INFO

ALAMEDA QUILT GUILD 
2201 Shoreline Drive 

PO Box 2724 
Alameda, Ca.  94501 

~~~~~ 
alamedaquiltguild@gmail.co

AQG meetings are fragrance free zones
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SPRING RETREAT AT TOMALES BAY
Alameda Quilt Guild will be offering our first retreat this coming Spring 2017.  We 
are very happy with our location and looking forward to this event!  Here are the 
details.

We are going to the Marconi Conference Center at Tomales Bay.  

Participants will be refreshed between meetings by vistas from their hiking trails, 
the quiet breeze through the pines, the beauty of the night sky, or the sight of 
fawns exploring the sunlit hillsides.

The individual meeting buildings are designed to ensure maximum comfort and 
productivity in a variety of meeting formats. Each building features many windows 
for natural lighting and fresh air and a patio providing a scenic view.

The lodging buildings are nestled around a garden courtyard that offers an ideal 
spot for guests to relax between meetings. Each room is centrally located near 
parking/check-in, the lounge and within a few minutes walk of the entire facility.

The Redwood Dining Hall's lovely, hilltop location and welcoming atmosphere add 
to the experience of each delicious meal.  

Please view pictures on next page. 

Dates: Monday, April 17th through Thursday, April 20th 2017.  (Adding Friday 
the 21st is still a possibility at this time)

Costs estimates are as follows:

Triple (3 to a room)     $387.75

Double                        $486.75

Single                         $775.50

I use the word estimates as that is the wording in the contract.  This price includes 
room, meals, and conference/meeting/sewing room.
Kathleen will be taking names and $100.00 non-refundable deposit at our next 
meeting, Thursday August 11, 2016.  

For more info click on link below.  A window will come up, click on "open"
http://www.marconiconference.org/pdocs.html

http://www.marconiconference.org/pdocs.html
http://www.marconiconference.org/pdocs.html


MEETING ROOMS LODGING

DINING ROOM PROPERTY

MEMBERS CORNER 

Thank you to Chris Costantina 
and Marcy Pauline for 
volunteering as  our Opportunity 
Quilt Coordinators.

Thank you to Josie Schmidt for 
taking on the development of our 
website.

Yes, it's really a quilt!



Thank you to our June Workshop participants. 

And thank you to our July Open Sew participants.



Thank you to the following participating members for another successful show and tell:
Laraine Salmon, Carol Cislowski, Leslie Sorrenson, Marcy Pauline, Jeanne Heffernan, 
Li Volin, Linda Ganfield, Mara Blackwell, Suzanne Duran, Carole King, Goody 
Thompson, and Dora Calhoun.

Hibillididmytaxesontimrthisyear



Guest speaker Carol Ziogas spoke 
about Sashiko

Guest speaker Andrine Smith from the 
Recrafting Store



10 Simple Things you can Do to Make Your Quilts Better
by Cheryl Arkison

1. Slow down. It's hard, but slowing down makes for better quilts. To be clear, I'm not 
saying to start piecing and quilting everything by hand. No, I am talking about not 
necessarily setting our machines to the highest speed and whipping through chain 
piecing.

2. Pressing matters. As a teacher of mostly improv techniques I can attest that people 
think they don't need to press much. Wrong! This isn't about the debate on pressing 
direction, but actually taking the time to press correctly. A well-pressed block or quilt 
lies flat, quilts better, and wears well.

3. Clip points and grade seams. So you made a high contrast quilt. Have you looked 
closely to make sure the dark fabric isn't visible in the seam allowances? Even if you 
pressed toward the dark throughout the quilt, the dark can show through at points, for 
example. It's a little--but obvious--thing in a finished quilt.

4. Clip threads before basting. Take 15 minutes to look at your quilt top from the back 
before basting. Trim threads and make sure there are no errant red strands floating on 
top or behind a light fabric. Because once you baste and quilt it, those will stick out like 
a sore thumb and are pretty much impossible to remove.

5. Bury quilting threads. A lot of people don't think you need to do this. You don't have 
to if you are fine with the knots on the back of the quilt. But taking the time to pull the 
bobbin thread to the front before you start quilting (when you are starting in the middle 
of the quilt and not off the edge), then burying the knot after you finish makes for a 
smooth quilt top. It is also a technique that allows your quilting to last longer. 

6. Make precise pivots. If a pivot point is part of your quilting plan, slow down as you 
approach the corner, stop with your needle down, and pivot carefully. It's the difference 
between creating a crisp quilting line or ending up with added tension at the pivot point 
that is more likely to break.

7. Practice quilting on a sample. Machine quilting can be both infuriating and 
exhilarating. One way to stay happy is to make sure you aren't having any tension 
troubles before you start. Make a sample quilt sandwich that uses the same batting 
and backing fabric. If you have a spare block from the top or something similar in 
terms of fabric, use that. Then warm up and practice your quilting. You can work out 
any thread or tension issues this way--before you get to the quilt.



8. Block your quilts. Quilting, regardless of whether done by hand or by machine--either 
a domestic or longarm--can stretch your quilt out of alignment. The density and style of 
the quilting will affect it. For example, if you matchstick quilt your project and all your 
stitching started from one edge (in part or in whole) then the quilt itself can be pulled in 
that direction. Blocking is the process of making your quilt square and flat, after quilting. 
With water and manipulation you can make it hang beautifully, whether on a bed or wall 
or drape. 

9. Reduce binding bulk. I like to trim my quilt after I attach the binding. This way I can cut 
a consistent seam allowance. You can certainly do it before. Either way, make sure you 
have a consistent seam allowance that allows your binding to wrap the edge of the quilt 
and be full, but not bulky.

10. Take small binding stitches. Hand stitching a binding is a wonderful act--although, I 
know not everyone likes doing it. Don't ruin your last work on the quilt by making giant, 
loose stitches. Aim for ¼ " apart or less. Any bigger than that and they will catch and 
come out as the quilt wears.

If we are going to spend the time and money to create a quilt, we owe it to ourselves 
make it to the best of our abilities, right? I, for one, am going to keep Cheryl's technique 
tips in mind as I sit down to work on my next quilt. 

SEE YOU AT THE NEXT MEETING!


