
THE BRIDGE 
MAKE FRIENDS.  SHARE WHAT WE KNOW AND LEARN FROM EACH OTHER.

MEETINGS 
The next MEMBERSHIP 

meeting is Thursday,  
June 9, 7pm at  

TRINITY LUTHERAN 
CHURCH,  

1323 Central  
~~~~~ 

The next BOARD meeting is 
June 21, 12pm at Nob Hill 

CONTACT 
INFO

ALAMEDA QUILT GUILD 
2201 Shoreline Drive 

PO Box 2724 
Alameda, Ca.  94501 

~~~~~ 
alamedaquiltguild@gmail.co

We have a winner for our Logo Contest!  Li Volin's logo design was selected by our 
members and her prize was a TrueSharp Power Rotary Blade Sharpener!  The transfer 
from sketch to Newsletter is in the works.  Congratulations Li and thank you to 
members Karren Elsbernd, Maggie Fullerton, Jeanne Heffernan, and Terry Hodges for 
their renditions and participation.

ALL MEMBERS PLEASE SEE TERRY ABOUT SIGNING A PHOTO RELEASE

THURSDAY JUNE 9.  
Don't forget to bring in your challenge entry for our next 
Membership Meeting.  Also at that meeting Joan will be 
giving a mini lesson on how to fold flowers, and Terry will 
be giving a lesson on color.  For that you will need to 
bring a glue stick.

SATURDAY JUNE 18.
Terry is teaching a workshop in making a Scarecrow 
Mini Quilt. It is from 10-3 at Trinity Lutheran Church. You 
will need to bring a bag lunch. Please sign-up and pay at 
our Membership Meeting Thursday June 9.  

FRIDAY, SATURDAY, SUNDAY JUNE 24-26
Our Guilds first retreat is from noon Friday June 24th to 
3pm on Sunday June 26th.  It will be at the Hawthorne 
Suites on Webster Street.  The fee is currently $45 but 
can change depending on how many people sign up. If 
you rent a room please mention our Guild Retreat and 
they will give you a 15% discount.  Please sign-up and 
pay at our next Membership Meeting June 9th.  
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AQG First Auction

Dorothy Kerwin was the  presenter 
for our first guild auction.  Her 
wonderful sense of humor kept  
auction pieces interesting and the 
evening moving at a good pace.  
We were able to make $449 in 
sales!  Thank you Dorothy and to 
all the members who participated.  

One of our guests that evening 
was Penny.  Here she is with her 
crafting light.

Members filled our auction tables with lots of goodies



MEMBERS CORNER 

Thanks to Valerie Yeaton for setting up 
Facebook. The name of the group is 
Alameda Quilt Guild.  It is a closed 
group which means that if someone 
wants to join, she will need to approve it. 
That keeps spammers out.  

Thank you to Member Kim Orzell for 
Picture of the Week 

Keep some alcohol prep pads in your sewing box and some in a drawer by your 
sewing machine. They’re great if you jab yourself with a needle. You can also 
use them to clean your needle when it gets sticky from fusibles or glue. 

When cutting quilt pieces,  save a small strip of selvage with the printed names 
of the fabric collection and fabric company. Then, if you happen to run short, you 
have the information you need to find more fabric.



QUILTING EVENTS

GOOD INFO

           SIZE OF MATTRESS.        Size of Quilt        Size of Pillow
Crib/Baby          27" x 52"            36" x 48"  
Lap                                         60" x 60"       Square Decorative
Twin/Daybed 39" x 78"            81" x 110"        Standard
College Twin 39" x 80"            81" x 115"        Standard
Waterbed Twin 48" x 84"             90 x 120"        Standard
Full/Double         54" x 75"            96" x 110"        Standard
Queen          60" x 80"          102" x 115"        Queen
California King 72" x 84"          120" x 120".       King

June 4-5, 2016 
Moonlight Quilters of Sonoma County Annual 
Quilt Show
Santa Rosa Veterans Memorial Building
1351 Maple Ave, Santa Rosa, CA 95404
www.mqsc.org
Contqact sblack0616@comcast.net

June 22-26, 2016
Shop Hop by the Bay 
www.shophopbythebay.com

June 2016 TBD
48th Annual Textile Exhibition
Olive Hyde Art Gallery
123 Washington Blvd, Fremont, CA  94539
(510) 791-4357

mailto:sblack0616@comcast.net
http://www.shophopbythebay.com
mailto:sblack0616@comcast.net
http://www.shophopbythebay.com


Quilted Seat Cushion Tutorial  

by Krista/Ellison Lane

Materials:
Sewing machine, thread, pins
Fabric scissors and/or rotary cutter 
with mat
Measuring tape
Quilt batting, 2-4 layers depending on 
loft
Fabric scraps in holiday colors/prints
Coordinating fabric for binding and ties
Walking foot is helpful but not required.

For my top layer of patchwork I sewed 
together 36 squares in a 6×6 layout, 
each measuring 3.5″ when cut. I used 
greens, reds, and tans in varying 
values to create a Christmas feel. For 
the back I used four log cabin blocks in 
a 4×4 layout, each measuring 10″ and 
created from strips in autumn colors.

Pick your batting depending on how 
puffy you want your cushions to be. I 
used four layers of low loft polyester 
batting (spray basted together) 
because I wanted mine to be extra 
puffy. Two layers of high loft would 
probably work just as well. If you go 
that route, you might want to do a test 
swatch first to make sure your 
machine can handle it! This will also 
give you a chance to adjust your 
tension and stitch length before 
quilting the real thing.



Step 2: Quilt it!
I recommend using a walking foot for 
this, although you can probably make 
do without one.

Make your quilt sandwich with the top 
patchwork/batting/bottom patchwork. 
Start in the middle and work your way 
out, starting from the same side each 
time. Even with all the bulk you 
shouldn’t struggle much with shifting or 
puckering because it’s not that big of a 
project.

If you do find yourself having trouble, try 
using a tool like a pointy wooden stick to 
help guide things through the machine 
more evenly. Adjusting the tension on 
your pressure foot could also be helpful. 
I quilted straight lines on the diagonal 
through every other square. This 
creates a puffy look.  More dense 
quilting will flatten things out and add 
texture.

Step 3: Cut it down to size
This is where you take some muslin or 
cheap fabric you hate and lay it over the 
seat of your chair. Use a pencil or some 
chalk to trace along the edge until 
you’ve transferred the perfect shape.

Cut it out and lay it out over the top of 
your quilted patchwork. Center it and 
pin down so you can top stitch all the 
way around it, as close as you can get 
without actually sewing it to the cushion.

Don’t sew the template to the cushion! 

This is just a way to transfer the shape 
and make a nice clean edge all in one 
step.



Top stitching like this will make 
attaching the binding and ties SO 
much easier. Once you’re finished, 
unpin and remove the template, but 
remember to save it for the rest of the 
cushions you’re going to make! Cut 
the excess material off about 3/8″ from 
the line you just stitched.

Step 4: Make the ties and binding
You’ll want to pick out a fabric for your 
binding and ties that will match both 
sides of your cushion because they’ll 
show regardless of which side is on 
display. I made my ties long enough to 
wrap around the chair legs and tie into 
a bow. To make the them you need 8 
strips measuring 2″x20″

Using your iron, fold in half and press, 
open up and fold edges in to the 
crease and press, then fold in half 
again and press. Don’t forget to turn 
under one end on each tie so you 
aren’t left with raw edges. Top stitch 
down one side, over the end, and back 
up the other side for a sturdy, 
professional looking tie that will hold 
up to some abuse.

My chair seats have curved edges, 
which means that bias binding was a 
must. If you’re lucky enough to have 
straight edged seats you can use 
straight grain binding with mitered 
corners. Figure out the perimeter of 
your cushion and add 15″ to get the 
length of binding you need.



 

I made 3″ wide double fold binding to 
account for the extra thickness of four 
layers of batting and also the 3/8″ 
seam allowance I used for attaching it. 
I wanted a decent amount of binding to 
show on my cushions, but use your 
best judgement to determine how wide 
to make yours. It’s just a matter of 
preference

Step 5: Finish it up!
Set the cushion on your chair seat to 
determine where to put the ties. Pin 
them in place on either side of each 
chair leg, taking care to have the 
finished edges pointing out. You want 
the ties to be perpendicular to the 
edge of the cushion.

Let the unfinished ends stick out past 
the seam allowance a little ways, this 
will give you something to grab when 
guiding the bulk through your machine. 
Pin the binding on and leave around 
6″ of excess on either side of a 6″ gap 
to make it easier to join the ends later.

Wrap up your ties to keep them out of 
the way when you get to sewing the 
binding down. When piecing a quilt I 
don’t use pins a whole lot, if ever, but 
they sure are helpful when it comes to 
bias binding.

Start sewing 1/4″-3/8″ from the edge 
and remember to go slowly on this 
part, a little patience goes a long way! 
As you go over the ties, back stitch 
into the seam allowance to give them 
a little more stability. You don’t want 
them ripping out as you wiggle around 
in your chair.  



Once finished, flip it over to make sure 
you caught the edges on the backside 
before removing all your pins, there 
may be a few spots to touch up.

For seat cushions that will see a lot of 
use and washing, Pin or glue baste the 
folded edge of the binding onto the 
back side and stitch in the ditch from 
the front side, being careful to catch 
the edge on the back as you go. I used 
the glue baste method so I didn’t have 
to go back over anything.

Ta-da, you're finished! Now sit down 
on that fancy new cushion and relax 
for a while. But not too long, you still 
have a few more to make if you want 
a whole set!

SEE YOU AT THE NEXT MEETING!! 

SEE YOU AT THE NEXT MEETING!


